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occasionally, as from a distance, the radiation of man's
passions and emotions; now it is in the very heart of them,
it can miss none, and it gets them at their strongest*
Therefore it feels itself in a good position, and makes an
effort to maintain that position of advantage.   The
particles of the astral body are perpetually being thrown
off and changed, just as is the case with particles of the
physical body ; but nevertheless the feeling of individuality
is communicated to the new particles as they enter, and the
essence which is included within each man's astral body
undoubtedly feels itself a kind of entity, and acts accord-
ingly for what it considers its interests.
These interests, as previously stated, are usually
diametrically opposed to those of the soul. Hence there
is a perpetual struggle betwen the two, i.e., the desire-
elemental and the soul, or, as St. Paul describes it: tc the
law in the members warring against the law of the mind ".
But it goes further than this. The entity finds involved
within itself finer matter of some sort—the matter of the
man's mental body; and it comes to feel that if it can
contrive to involve that finer something in its own
undulations, they will be greatly intensified and prolonged.
Since astral matter is the vehicle of desire, and mental
matter the vehicle of thought, this instinct, when translated
into our language, means that if the astral body can
induce us to think that we want what if wants, it is
much more likely to get it. Thus it exercises a slow
steady pressure upon the man, a kind of hunger on its
side, but for him a temptation to what is coarse and
undesirable. If he be a passionate man, there is a gentle
but ceaseless pressure in the direction of irritability ; if he
be a sensual man, an equally steady pressure in the
direction of impurity.

